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"You are now holding before you the first issue of WEIRDOM, a 
fanzine made especially for fans of science fiction and monster ma- 
terial", And so stated the first sentence in my editorial of WEIR- 
pom #1 a year ago from this issue! So here we are again at the start 
of a new year and issue #7 as Rosa Klebb kicks us into our second year! 
(See top right corner of cover). We've come a long way since our first 
crude efforts and as most of.my current readers haven't seen any of the 
early issues (lucky for them!!) I’ve decided to include a short history 
of WEIRDOM along with cover reproductions from the first three issues 

Oh yes....at the end of this column a major change will be announced! 
7 P — It all started in the latter part of 1964 
when I was corresponding with a Pellow fane 
tasy fan, George Milns, Jr, of Pottstown, Penn, 
Georges had just published his first issue of 
a zine he called "GLICK" and he sent me a copy. 
This issue (as are most first issues of far- 
zines) wasn't very good, but it was enough to 
cause the "zine=bug" to bite me and I figured 
I could put forth an effort at least as good 
as "GLICK". 

First I would need an original name, It 


took me about a week to come up with the pres- 
ent title, "WEIRDOM", Next I needed a good 
variety of contents. Having only seen ane 
fanzine, "GLICK" (with the exception of a few 
semi-pro publications) I wasn’t too sure as 
to what should go into this first issue, but | 
in the end, I decided to make it somewhat dif= | 
ferent from George’s "GLICK". Instead of hav- 
ing a lot of movie info, I would cover other 
topics and put WEIRDOM out in a digest size, 
The contents would include a few short articles 
like "Project 13" which was to feature a weird 
project each issue, An article called, "Amaze 
ing But True" was a Ripley-type of thing that 
featured oddities, There was also a book re- 
view, crossword puzzle, and feature called, 
"Flying Saucers" which reported on variovs 
sitings throughout the U.S. 

To make a long story short (and to make 
this history of WEIROOM short too) I gradu= 
ally learned more about this business of pub=- 
lishing a fanzine as each new issue was put 
together, published, and mailed out! I found 
that experience is the best teacher...I also 
read every fanzine I could lay my hands on 
(competition is a great teacher too!)..ocol 
tried to analyze exactly what readers are 
looking for in a zine....and I found a better 
issue can be published by combining a variety 
of talents,(both writing and artistic) in 
every issue. After getting over some of the 
obstacles, I found that the cheapest way to 
print the first issue (due to limited funds) 
was by the hectographmethod, The 40 copies 
I printed didn’t come out too bad, but &t 
sure did take a great deal of time.... too 


(cont. on next page) 
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larger issue on a biemonthly basis, Oe ae ee te 
with issue #6 (to 25¢).....incidently, s se ae ey ee 

WEIRDOM staff members, Harold Sommerfe r 
Scher) aad Chace Rogers (head artist) became regulars on the staff. 


much tims for the much longer.......,15¢ and later 
ecene out in the future, My next problem? 
more of a problem than it seems! At 10g a copy, it wasn’t difficuit to 
sell a few at my high school because they were a novelty, but I was loo 
ing for serious Fanzine readers such as you. Putting an ad in "Glick" 

and sending out sample issues gained little response (after all, the 

issue wasn't very good) but I was determined and burst forth with issue 


#2..0.0the results this time were a little better (aguiring a "Ditto" 
machine half way through the issue helped some), 


25¢ issues that woul 
ecooofinding readers which ie 
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Anyway, with each new issue, I elowly aquired new readers and @ 


wonderful writing and artistic stéeff.. Issue #3 was the last 10¢ digest 
size, and the turning point probably came with issue #4....mew pricesecces 
new size.e..more letters to the editor, Because I felt I could handle a 


larger issue on a biemonthly basis, I announced an increase in price 
with issue #6 (to 25¢).....incidently, this issue was my largest to 

date and two WEIRDOM staff members, Harold Sommerfeldt {contributing 
editor) and Chuck Rogers (head artist) became regulars on the staff. 


(cont. on next page) 


paaprivedspesty a aca 


rp eioe tse 


VOL.4. 2 NO.2 — MAR-ARRIL 1965 1Q¢ 


= Seeceey 


Nt 
Si 


TA Ww Vt 


<) 


\ 


OS 
OTT 
SS 


oii ss 


suet 


6s 


Pod 


g 


ae 


j 


: | 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 
| 


part of 
ure issues will be totaliy { 
r Of reasons (Althou 
certain limitations 
encil prior te 


h spiri 


THE EDITOR’S HANGOUT, cont. 


issue......86 after one year, I'm still making mistakes.....trying new 
things.....finding new readers.....and still learning!!! Guess that’s 
why this hobby is so fascinating! 

As you have (or will) discovered, this issue features an article 
on the new TV shows and the ever popular secret agent "kick", For we 
fans of science fiction and fantasy, I feel this new television season 
is just about the best ever, A list of the many secret agent=typé shows 
is included in this issue (see The Saga of the Secret Agents), but I left 
out a few that will be coming our way with the new ABC season (they might 
already be on the air by the time you read this). First there is, "BLUE 
LIGHT", dealing with a doubleeagent during WW II and starring Robert 
Goulet....Then Rad Buttons is starring in a GeteSmartetypeeofething, 
called, "THE DOUGLE LIFE OF HENRY PHYFE" (which I think is toplong a 
name for a TV show).....and last there's a foreign (English) spy shaw 
titled, "THE BARON", For fantasy this season, we have two great shows 
(comedy) like "I DREAM OF JEANNIE" and "THE SMOTHERS BROTHERS SHOW, 
We de lack a good science fiction show though. I don't feel "Lost In 
Space" fills this gap because although I enjoy the show, I feel it is 
more of a comedy than anything. I have found "VOYAGE TO THE BOTTOM OF 
THE SEA" to be much better this season. With all the monsters and it's 
new "flyingesub" itsmore science fiction than ever. I'm locking forward 
te viewing the much publicised "BATMAN" series (toobad it is on the same 
time spot as "LOST IN SPACE") and I hope it will turn out te be another 
"MAN FROM UNCLE" type success....and if it does, next season will probe 
ably bring us the return of that old radio and comic hero, "THE GREEN 
HORNET" as the "BATMAN" producers have already bought up the old radio 
tights. These have been a few of my opinions of the new TV seasan....<. 
How would you like te. veice your opinions on the new season? Well 
now you can, starting with the next issue, in a new feature called, 
“THE FANS SPEAK", Please submit your double-spaced, typed sfforts to 
me by the 13th of Febcuory....from $ to 1 full page.....and, oh yes, 
if you can bear tp part with a small clear pic of yourself, send it 
along with the submitted material and we'll print it with your articic. 

And now for an IMPORTANT MESSAGE........50 THAT I WILL SE ABLE To 
CONTINUE THE PUBLICATION OF WEIRDOM,....FUTURE ISSUES WILL BE PUBLISHED 
QUARTERLY, (no Longer Bielionthhy) WITH LESS PAGES, AND PRICE TO BE 20¢ 
AN ISSUE. (price dropped from 25¢) Why, you ask???....Well, as I've 
endeavored to explain, (I know I’ don't have to explain te Fellow pube 
lishers) what with the large amount of work and time involved in pube 
lishing one .of these fanzines, I find that this extreme change in the 
format of WEIRDOM is necessary if I'm to continue with quality stand. 
ards I've tried to set forth in publication procedure, So there you 
‘aPCcoee Maxt issue of WEIRDOM is to be published March = 1966....the 
price will be 20¢...s.there will be less pages (less in quantity but 
better in quality),. Because of this change in publication dates and 
price, no further ae Se ral will be accepted at this time..eov, 
subscriptions will prpbably resume with issuance of the March WEIRDOM 
(five issues for $1.00)....te receive your WEIRDOM for over a year, 
all you'll have to do is shell out one buckil! (By the way, this price 
change will only effect present subseribers, They will continue to ree 
a issues to such time that they receive Pill value for their 
money) . 

I believe these changes will improve WEIRDOM in many ways....most 
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submitted articles will be accompanied by gacd phata repres (improved 
ever this issus)..s.and we will continue to have fine art on beth the 
front and back cover....0f course there will he less fullepage art on 
the inside and contributions will have to be shorter and to the point 
{and usually no Longer than three pagss).cee.and of course we will con- 
tinue with our policy of sending a free copy of WEIRDOM to anyone sub 
mitting an accepted cantribution (of at least ene page in length) 
and, oh yes, they alse get a free ad if they can use one. 

Keep these contributions and your opinions of this issue coming 
in. We especially need short fiction and articles of interest. From 
myself and the staff of WEIRDOM..4..A HAPPY NEW YEAR & HAPPY FANZINING! 
THANX FOR YOUR SUPPORT, 
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A special thanks this issue goes te Dave Ludwig, for contributing 
this issue's wonderful cover. 


2 Sn RP 0 OF RS ED C9 ER EO EV GF CS ED UH Ch ED OF 8 OR LY OW HS OY CV EB OY OPE ED UR has HEP ED Keo CO 08 419 a OW ERE OSES ED CHD 


A ED OS CD YG CoD CH EH GH CD CER MED EERE 
Poem nn ELL A A ett ae donee reo nn cen 


WEIRDOM AD RATES 


SO WOPdSeervevvsecscescevee2l 
PAQScesevvenccevoccevcve eh lf Ads over 50 words in length may 
PEQC 6 cceweewoovvsevcevevevOdt have a simple pieturs alang with ; 
3/4 PaAQ@scecescecineccseesse$1e25 the copy if you wish, Extra ese 
FULL Pag@coevevccsccecccvecdt-60 lors are S¢ each, 
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WEEROOM Velume 2, Number 1, January 1966. Price 20¢ a cepy starting 

with the next issue, This noneprofit periodical is publishod quaytere} 

ly at: 1572 Willawdale Drive, San dose, California, 95778. IP you wis 
te reprint any of this issue's sontents, please ask permission af the 

publisher before daing so, The opinions set forth within this issue de 

sarily reflect tha epinians 
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ufhev're GREAT! 
ie GS¥ BON» 0s 
"Oh ‘ 
{mysel?) "I thought some of them weren't 
"You're kidding! 

S6’s\ shoe phone is the funniest thing you ewer saw?" 
"I think the whole series, on the whole isn’t too bad, but that 


They" ps, allenew-andenever=bafare<seari~onethee 
most in colori" 

I don"t know about that,” comments the sceptic in the crowd 
so good,” 

Why, for example, don’t you think that Agent 


vt 


perticular joke is pretty corny.” I comment, "Actually, although no 
one sould play the part better, the fect that they cest Bon Adams as 
Agent 86 is painfully reminescent of the old Jose Jimenez show." 

"Wellillll," he stammers, “By the way!" he changes the subfact, 
‘whe else da you remember on that show who has one of his own this 
year?” 

"Tve got you now!" I candidly observe, "IF you mean Jonathan 
Harris of "Lost In Space", you'we sot to be kidding} That casting is 
terrible!" 

Thesa ware the opening scenes of s dream I’ve bean having over 
and over again for the last few weeks, It goes on and on until ine 
avitably I wake in the morning feeling quite refreshed after a night 
of erquing, [t is caused by a complex [| seem to have derived from 
watching the advertisements on the tube prior te this telley season, 
and suffering the disapointments afterward, 

Ail seriousness aside, the editor of this fanzine has asked me 
Lo review these naw shows, so that all you readers out in fandomlanc 
ane do oot wateh the tube san as well enjoy thelr disadvantages. Cer= 
tainly the seience fiction and fantasy programs coming to us by way 
of “his electronic and mechanical cantrivance are a large part of the 
total scene. 


OST Tb oPare 
Take a down-to-earth house. ife who lives on a farm, give her a 
beautiful European daughter, and a typical big-city daughter, not tr 
rantion an electronic genius for a sen, and a hero for a husband, mix 
wali, ade a bad guy, some props, and put the whole muss along wit 
some old moidy claloque, on some strange plangt resembling the %o- 
fave Dasert..,..Mow you're watching "Lest Ir jnace 


ra > next 


LERRORVISION FOR 1965-66, cont. 


To begin with, the show was net se bad, in fact I actually ene 
joyed the First two or three episodes, Lately (ever since than) I've 
noticed same tragic flaws in this production, 

jon about the "spacial quest star" that's in the cast every week? 
Hac he been an actual guest star, I would have been vary pleased, for 
his being cast in that part fs perhaps one of the worst things that 
cuuld have happened to the shaw, Howaver it fits in nicely with the 
cid stereotype cliff-hanger shows wa saw when television was still 
young. We have a protagonist and an antagonist, and every episode 
ands with the viewer suspended in conjecture, or at least that’s how 
it used te be; for the modern American has watched all too many of 
this kind ef show and has learned not te worry about the protagonist, 
due to the fact that no matter what happens, he allways pulis through 
(if he didn’t, where would the show be?). 

Also, we musn't forget that there is a serious error in the storys 
usec week after week, Ooes this look Lika what really would happen 
if a typical, normal, average American Pamily was lost in space, ae 
long with an unwanted saboteur treitor?., roeNQl 

As much as I hate to say it, the show has some good points as 
wail Some of the props are sheer genius (SOME of them that is). A 
lot of the monsters ara gaod, but the Pew of them that are bad spoil), 
it for the rest, 

Some of the ideas on this show aren't even worthy of a 12¢ com 
ic book (or even a 25¢ Fanzine, yuk, yuk). Among them we have a esve 
that talks, a Fruit that makes Or, Smith grow to Fifty feet tali, (asd 
strangely enough makes his clothe grow too), and a healthy group of 
carniverous plants in which the family always seems to be falling in 
to. All I can say is that I*m glad that Mrs. Lockhart didn't bririg 
Lassie along with her, 
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GET SMART 


Sooner or later, said the sorcerer shaking his head sadly and 
gazing into his crystal ball, "it had to happen". Sooner or later 
they would have to write a satire on the sacret agent fad, Here we 
have Don Adams, an excellent, but sometimes corny, comedian, teamed 
up with Barbara Feldon, a glamourous, aivertisement star, welt krown 
~n association with her, "Lewant=to=speak=towall<youetigerseawioursee 
thisekindeofshair=oji" comercials, Sarbara wasn't meant to be a per~« 
manent member of the cast, but after two consecutive quest appearsnc- 
es on the First two shows, Ive hearc that the producers decidad to 
keep her on Pull tima, but I haven't seen her in the last few shows, 
so this might not be true, Anyway, I hope she stays, 

Maxwell Smart, Agant 86 (bony accompanied by "99" (Barbara) work 
for an ultra=madern, ultraesecret agency: "CONTROL", whose main job 
seems ta bea keaping "KA0S", an enemy organization under their thumb 
One of the better points of the show is the customary wisit to the 
special weapons section before sach mission, Here, Smart and his as- 
sistant are outfitted with sueh add commodities as a pocket disinte.» 
grater, jet shoes, hearing devices which amplify the sound of a falj. 
ing hair to a magnitude of collapsing buildings, smoke bomb pellets, 
and cuff-link mirrors thet allow Smart tc see who is behind him with- 
out turning around, 


(cant, on naxt page) 


TERRORVISTON FOR 1965-66, cant. 


The sugearior dialogue used in this part cf the show reflects the 
excellent skill of the writers...eoo 2 
Chief: Now this pill, when swallowed brinos instant and painless 
I don*t have to tell yeu what to do with it in case you're 


Chief, but I have one question. 
. whet is 4? 
86s How do I get them to swallow ths pill? 
Cero rreer cer ovor esse cress seresevereeseeserevcne 
Bét That's a picture of Agent 36 disguised as a woman, (showing a nhoe 
to of a woman dressed in a bikini} Would you believe I saw through 
that disguise in one minute? 
99: I Find that hard te believe, 
86: Well, how about one hour? 
99: That's still pretty hard to believe, 
@6: Wall, would you belisve our second date? 

DOR FO OCH HOO REDO E OEE C OOH OD OE OECD EN OD ONTO OER OOOO SCDS DOCS POOL ENOO 
j Some of the worst parts of this show are the corny jokes sprink- 
led throughout each new adventure, wWhan I say that a joke is corny, 

I do not necessarily denote bad quality, or for that matter, poten- 
tial popularity. On the contrary; corny jokes are sometimas very pop- 


/ ular, However, one of the main elaments of this type of comady is the 


aspect of unpredictability, and when I can guess the punch Line of the 
joke before it materializes, I term it as corny. Thusly, carny jokes 
are not necessarily a setback, but certainly not a good point, 
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THE SMOTHERS SROTHERS SHOW 


It stands to reason that if you do not like the Smothers Broth 
ers, you will not like this show. Before the show was even thought 
of, I falt that they were a fairly funny team, but nothing great, Af= 
ter reading of their upcoming show about a half a year ago, I felt 
that the show would be a flop because I didn't particularly think the 
theme was very good, Oh, but wasn’t I in for a big surprise when the 
first show was aired, I found this show to be a delightful Pantasy, 
with a fresh, new style of humor. Actually the humor isn’t new, but 
only seems new because this type of humor hasn't been on television 
since the Burns & Allen Show (maybe with the exception of Wendy & Ma 
last season), I realize that many of the lines are about as corny as 
you can get, but I still enjoy this program to a large extent, 

Each episode is centered around Tommy Smothers, who was lost at 
saa without his waterewings and returned to earth as an angis, His 
mission here is to help out pecple by doing good deeds, Raloh (his 
superior angle who is saldom heard and newer seen) gives Tom his 
misssions, usually through a phone. Poor Tom always manages ta get 
him and his brother, Dick into some great mess before the half hour 
is up, but in the end always succeeds. I always wendered what would 
would haopen £P he didn't, TI. ramember once when Tom was driving tis 


hrothars car and Ralph was taikdac through the eedia, He sag same 
{cing Likes “Tom ff you foul up this missien 2°11 send dit to, 
HONKEAL (Tom leaned against the horn}, | wandar what oh was goine 
Rae 
sas same pater - ica - mines ~ 
(cont, an next ef) 
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jargean+Bilco involved inta Commander fale, whieh 
Gomer Pyle, MC, which this year turned into Hogan hero ate O. 
when Bewitched saw rousing success, later impro. mo 1 was ane 


nounced.....a@ remake of the Arabian Nicghta, with a ger 
mie All tha is needed now to maka the show cornier 
Faster theme song. 
Due to the prodigicus amount of special effects used in the Film= 
10 of this show, it was necessary to Piim it in black and white, mak 
yo &t one of the only two night=time N8C shows Filmed in black & wh 
is is compensated for though, by the special effects, which are slight. Dennis received a thorough chewing out, and the cover received a thor- 
jy Jess than fantastic! ough tearing out) I settled down in the rather dubious comfort of my 
ihe astronaut who finds the bottle and takes her home is » arat family's living room to read, what seemed to be, a very interesting 


name J@an= 
a Stephen 


THE DAY THEY INVADED NEW YORK, by Irwin Lewis--Ayon G1227, paperback, 
50¢ 


This is another book I found impossible to put down, but only for 
the simple reason that Dennis (editor Cunningham) had put his bubblie- 
um down on top of it! After this problem had been taken care of, 


shady charac o imagine if you will, a fellow who is making an ho book, I'm afraid that I can only say that I enjoyed it. Irwin Lewis 
@$t living as a major im the Army, and lives in a beautiful home (ali (the alleged author) is a decidedly good writer, although I’ve never 
by himself) in a ritzy section of Cocoa Beach, Florida Neli, I guess read anything Sy him hefore reading this book. I've led a very 
that’a none of my business. ‘ sheltered life, and have only read about three-hundred selected S.F. 
Barbara Eden plays the genie, who never saems to learn ti speak books. ; 
madern English, but still talks with "“thes"s" and "thous" and calls To get back to the story (111 bet you thought I'd never get down 
Tony (the astronsut) “Master”, to brass tacks! Or is it copper tacks? Ahh, nowadays there ought to 
The plots of this show are not the lesst bit similar to if $ ood~ be a steel alloy just as good!) Well, it starts out as this fellow 
parent, "Bewitched", and it is even Fun As 1 mentionad hefors goes into a bar, and orders a root beer. Shannon's bar & Grill in 
the special effects are the best Ive on television Manhattan (I wonder it it's owned by Del Shannon or Jackie De Shan= 
non?) Anyway, hea begins to tell another fellow (a sympathetic stran- 
FOE E ORAS OHNO MONROE OO ROOK O EEE Ee ween nen Beecuwe an ceeem sues ger) about this plot that is being carried out by a subversive group, 
They are planning to overthrow the United States Government! i ; 
This has been part I of TERRORVISION FOR 1965-66 The coneludin: If you?ve ever been in Manhattan, you'll know that there is a ters 
na wili be continued next issue, rible traffic problem there. Can you imagine hundreds of people work= 
ing in one ‘building, all driving cars, and hardly any parking spaces? 
CPEVENE RODEO EADS ODES DOOD MCR ROOD DOMME SOM WEOmdOELd Oermaoncel Well, that’s what Manhattan is like! most people get around in sub- 
Adverctisamants ways anyway, but there are still problems, Imagine, if you can, streets 


crowded like crazy and a broken traffic light...Pandemonium! Waii, 
FOR SALE= Pusters, stills, and pressbooks from Horror, Se 
‘istion, Tarzan, and Piims sand 40¢ im coin for 
Log to= Dolton Film ~xthange, P.O. Box 184, [ 


{cont. on next page) 
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‘ahoutag gf iciatg bhe atcin, and uncovered | 
that we (the ferns) can make it ourselves. One la 
akes this mag different, it doesn’t have ene page 
cts) What's so different about tha ‘sg a Warren pub, 
If you do plan an entering the FM contest, you better pick this ag 
UP. 


. anaes i , isn't th ever raabttane 
EREEPY te eae x _ import: ri AM u ing an all time 
r Weta d and f aken a gian’ 3p to get out of this rut and 
how eye do it ae 
F : 


stay 
st I've aver ‘seen on a geaaye just tbo aor g to 
ry “Duel of the Monsters", "Rude Awakening” (1 
is pa ae ‘Et ads fet the mood and breaks 
E 3) 5 and The Be 


THE BOOKSHELF (cant.) 
tor Monsters sold ten issues each? Maybe the publisher and editer 

an’t know when te quit, or people whe buy monster mags are six to thir 
tean years old, The last explination can’t be right. I'm 17 years 
old. Will any more {lad Monsters or Narror Monsters came cut? Only 
time will tell, Personally, 1 think if you read ons you've read them 
all, MM hasn*t changed since their first issue. 


WEIRD #10 


Here's one magazine I have never heard of, ‘till now. Dennis 
wrote me asking if I had seen it, and I said no. He told me it was: 
like Gey horror comics in a mag. He sent me a copy and was I sure 
and it came out biemonthily. This means that Weird was already 4 issuas 
old when Cree #1. came out. I wonder if Jim Warren got his idea. for 
Creepy from Weird? Whe knaws? Following in the style of the oid ECs, 
it has @e host. His name is Morris, the careteker of Weird. The only 
known name on the staff is Roger Elwood, the editor of the Munsters 
Magazine , and whe had done a few articles for Fill, The stories and 
art are not. that good. The scripts all seem to have the same plot, 
rising from the dead and getting revengs. The art isn*t too bad, but 


doesn't have that excellence like GESgnys« I did like one story, some 


what. It was called "Frankenstien" good adopted it fram bath the 
book and the movie, and told the story through the monster's point of 
view. If any readers have any information about the first nine issues 
of Weird, could’you please write me anc tell me about them? 


MONSTER WORLD #6 


I would have.te call mW #6 an average monster mag. It wasn't 
that good, and wasn’t that bad, The cover with a Don Post Frank= 
enstien Mask Santa Claus suit was different and original, but it 
didn’t do ingito me, I think MW is running out of words, in the 

af 49° pages. One thing that I did notice that was dife 
articles "Revenge of the Zombies" and “Tarantula”. ; 


The articl -@ little history and a few facts about the movie 

and not a nopsis, Naw if they could lessen the amount of are 
ticles and in the remaining Monsters World, it would turn out 

to be a go ker mag. I read through his issue in about ten mine 
utes, tos ctures and not enough writing. If MW wanted to ime 
prove, the: shave to (1) get rid of at lsast half of the ads in. 
the back, own on pictures or reduce the print for more worde 
ing, (3) w sha.atticles on a more sophisticated level than for a 
teneyear-o ter fan. We, the monster fans, don’t really have that: 


ines, and what we do have, only one ts raalky atmed 

» Ue can hawe bother mags if we went them, eo must! 
write (We a ER end tell them whet ca want, Jie Barren is in buge 
inass, he sn't ‘want ta lose our money. The last feu santencea have 
been a contributing editors editorial. i hope you take the advica, . — 
and let some monster mags know what you want. 
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prised! f was-going to-label it a copyecat, and then 2 saw it was #19 
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movie review 
by 
HAROLD SOMMERFELDT 


The Japanese have thrown everything into their latest manster 
epic and for the most part, I think it was succesful. When you see 
the movie, you will see prehistoric monsters, a fairy tale, flying 
saucers, martians, and to add the Bond flavor, a little internation- 
al espionage. 

Toho has brought back Godzilla for the fifth time, Remember 
when the original Godzilla movie came out? The gigantic lizard was 
slow and dim-witted, doing nothing but crumpling buildings and crunch- 
ing people under his massive feet. Since then he has battled another 
prehistoric monster under the alias of Gioantis, He has battled King 
Kong, which I consider the lowest Jap movie, because of theiz mishandl- 
ing of my favorite ape. The next fight was with Mothra, another Jap- 
anese creation, Because of his great, endiess strength and Pighting 
experience, he was drafted into the J.M.A. (Japanese Monster Army). 

The J.M.A, mow had land and sea strength, but what good is an army 
if it doesn’t control the air? A natural choice for this spot was Ro- 
dan, a prehistoric flying reptile, who was last seen in 1957 with his 
mother. Now he has returned to heip protect sarth as a member of the 
SMA. 

The J.M.A, now has ground, air, and sea power, but they need a 
brain to lead this massive power. Who but the god Mathra couid do tha 
job? Of the three, Mothra is the mest differant. He is from a fairy 
tale background, not from the prehistoric era, and he helps mankind in~ 
stead of mashing it. Ha can also change shapes, sometimes as a cater- 
pillar, and at other times as a moth (both are of a gigantic size of 
course). He has been featured in two previous movies, “Mothra” and 
‘scdzilla Vs. Tne Thing". In the first movie he saves his helpers (two 
tiny princesses) from a greedy man. In the second movis, he fights 
Godzilla to save mankind; he will now lead the fight against a space 
ereature called Ghidrah. 

Ghidrah (the newest Toho monster) is the most colorful and inter- 
esting Japanese creation they have ever come up with. He is taller 
than Gedzille (who is 400 feet tali) and is a brilliant gold color, 
with three dragon shaped heads which breath electrical bolts. Toe add 
to earth's misery, he has the power of flight. From the film's story, 
we find owt that Ghidrah caused the ruin and downfall of Mars and the 
monster intends to de the same thing to earth. 

This is one Japanese movie that I really enjoyed. I knew that 
the worst it could be was a good comedy. The one main reasan why I 
did like it was because the Japanese have finally given their monsters 
a personality. When Mothra held a meeting te try and unite them, we 
Finally found out what was inside thoss monsterous heads, Gadzilla 
and Rodan argued that mankind had never done anything to help them, 
only destroy them, Mothra showed his love for man, avid to prove it 
he would fight Ghidrah alone, if neccessary. r 

Before this picture, Toho always played up their monsters as huge 
things capable of only smashing everything in sight. To add to their 
newly found perssnalities, they fight as a team, This is how they fine 
ally beat Ghidrah, they used strategy and combined their sxparience and 
strength, 


(cant. on next page) 
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GHIDRAH, THE THREE eHEADED MONSTER, cont. 


Toha Isaves plenty of evidence that we'll be seeing more af Chi 
drah and the J.M.A. in the future. The Ghidrah monster, theugh beat 
an, fiies safely away and will always be 6s menace to man. Godzilla 
and Rodan are left at the bettlescens, while Mothra swims back te hi 
isiand with the fairy princesses, I suqgest when seeing this movie, 
just sit back and relax, don’t be to critical and you will enjoy it 
just as much as I did. Earth can rest assured now, aven if Ghidrah 
decides to attask again. The Avengers (Oops sorry, { meant J.M.A., 
but they did remind me of the Avengers a little) will be there te 
stop him from destrying sur beloved earth. on 

oENDe 


Fiction (I hepe)s 
ThE BAT 
by 
Dave Witsen 


I Layed in my room one stormy dark night 

I heard a squesk and laid in pure Pright 

It was the squeek ef a bat Pluttering through, 
He must have come down the chimney flue. 

He showed his fangs and let out e sereech, 
And hung upside-down like a sucker leach 

It was then that I trisd te get up and move; 
He dave at me and his flight was so smooth 

I lifted my arm to protect myself, 

To my surprise he lended on a shelf 

He looked at me and turned his head 

IT took my chance and shet out of bed 

I grabbed at my knife, but he took to the air 
He swooped teo low and get tangled in ay hair 
f yanked and pulled and tore him leose, 

fly right aye hung Like fram a noose 

I held my knife and swung it highs 

Through bloody lips, it gasped it's last sight 


THE GARDEN GHOULS GAZETTE #21 Filmboek coverage of the 1934 

Masterpiene FErahkon’tein, including a complete script; an 
article by the film's director, James Whale; the complete 
story of the Lugasi Frankenstein film test: eritical analye 
sis; the contents of a letter from James Whale to Colin 
Clive, discussing Clive's rele as Henry Frenkensteing an ore 
iginal newspaper ad from the film's 7934 releases and unpube 
lished photographs, A 1965 Product Chart, listing every, 

horror, fantasy and seience fiction film released in that 

year, with release date, cast, studio, and running time, A 

review of Mark of the Vampire, with complete cast and cred« 

its. -A review of “M, the Carman film directed by Fritz Lang 

and starring Peter Correa, with complete cast and credits . 

Dracula, Tin Gad of Classics, a debunking article by that 
master debunker, Larry Winters; and loads of mavis nawe with 

the latest phetos, 40 peges 40 .cants, Professicnally mimee~ 

greshed with pheto~a?feet cavers and interior 2 Alias, Editer 

and publisher Fred Cherke, PATS Aiversey, Elmmad Park, TLL 


Published by Ballantine Books Inc. 
101 Fifth Avenue, New York, NoY. 10003 


Like most of Mr. Wells® books, First Men In The Moon is written in a straight 
forward style and based primarily on scientific facts and double talk. In pocke 
et book adition, the book runs 159 pages and is made up af twenty-five chapters. 
The two main characters are, Mr. Bedford and Mr. Cavor. That ’s enough of an ine 
troduction; the story gaes somathing like this: 


Mr. Bedford, a young ambitious English gentleman has had some financial problems 

in the past few ysars. He had a job, but quit it because the adventure in his blood 
couldn't put up with a life of drudgery as a clerk. He had plans of great business 
acventurescoec ha would write a play and make his fortunes 


Te gat the privacy neeced to write a play, he moved to a small cottage out in the 
country. It was here that he met Mr. Cavor, a not so mad scientist. After some 
timo, the two became rather good friends, and Bedferd often dropped over to Mr. 
Cevor’s labo It seems that Cavor had just discovered a naw and amazing matal, 
celled cevorite (named after himself). Cavorite had the incredible power to cut 
off or screen out the earth's force that holds everything down and keaps it from 
flying out into spaces. This substance was spaque to the sarth’s gravitation and 
when properly controled, could bs used to pull an object through outerespace and 
te another planet! While Cavor was thinking of science, Bedford was thinking 
of 3$$$. He invisioned a "Cavorite Co." with such way-out things as, Cavorite shoes, 
luggage, etce 


When Mr, Cavor first told Bedford that he was going to the moon, Bedford thought he 
was nuts! Cavor told him of his plans of building a great sphear that would carry 
then throughout space. It wasn't until money was mentioned that Bedford became 
interested in going along. Hs wes told of the many precious ores that might be ly~ 
ing on the moon, just waiting for someone to claim them and bring them back to earth. 
That was all Bedford neededs he volunteered to help build the sphear and to go along 
on the tripe 


The sphear (see illustration) had en inner glass coating which was in turn coated 

and covered with sections of iron that had been coated with cavorite. All this 

was covered with metal roll blinds, te kesp the sphear from taking off. The spsed 

and direction the sphaar would travel would depend on which and haw many of the blinds 
were kept open. The entrance was in a manwhole situated at the top. Thesphear after 


(cont. on next page) 


FIRST MEN IN THE MOON, cont. 


completion was loaded with food, oxygen, and other supplies they would need on their 
long journey to the moon. They were finally ready to take of FI 


The sphear took off with the swiftness of a bullet and inside, the two passengers 
falt great pressures pushing against their bodies, and later complete weightlesness. 
After @ number of days of floating through space, the sphear began to near the moon 
and drop to it's surface. Cavor opened the blinds facing the earth to break the fall 
When they hit the ground, the sphear rolled over and over until it hit a hill end 


stopped, It was a rough landing, but everyone came out of it alright except for a 
few bruises. 


Looking out the portholes, they found the moon to be frozen because they wers now an 
the dark side where the sun’s rays were blocked off. When the moon began to rotate 
in the right position, they saw the sun’s first rays peeking over the horizen. Ina 
shert time everything begun to thaw out. To their samezement, vegatetion bagan to 
grow at incredible speeds, What was once a@ frozen, barren lend was trensforned in- 
to a thick jungle within a matter of hours! 


As they stepped out of the sphear for the first time, they found the moon’s air a 
bit lighter than ours, but still breathable. They also found themselves somawhet 
Lighter than they were on sarth and could jump to great hights. After several hours— 
of exploring the moon's surface, they found themselves lost in a Lunar fungla. The 

vagatation had grown so fast, they couldn't find their way back to the sphear! : 


It was while roaming around on the moon in search of the sphear that they discovered 
other life othsr than vegatation on the moon. They sighted a huge insect like crese 
ture called a moon calf, Later they observed other crentures called Selenitss, Thesi 
were also insect like creatures, but they stood erect, walked on two legs and seemed 
to be intelligent. They domesticated the moon calfs for food production and their 
dwellings were under the surface of the moon. This served as protection fron the lom 
frozen periods of the Lunar nights. 


Bedford and Cavor soon beceme very hungry, so they ate some of the good tasting veg= © 
atation until their hungers wsre satisfied, What thay didn’t know was thet the plant: 
contained a substence that made them intoxicated, which caused their capture by the 
Selenites. whan they next woke up, they found themselves chained in a dark chember. 
Their efforts to communicate with the Selenites were in vain. Both Cavor and Bedford 
managed to escapes, end they killed many Selenites in the process. It was quite easy 
to kill these creatures because they were so weak and flimsy (this was because of the 
difference in the earth's and moon's gravity), When they found their way to the sure 
Pace (they had been taken inside the moon) they found that the chains that had held 
them were made of solid gold and that was why they were able toa brake them. With both 
chains and a couple of crow bars between them, they now had a fortune in gold. 


Now all they had to do was to find the spheer and r@turn to earth, which they had to 
do fast because the Lunar night was coming and already the vagatation was beginning 


to die. They split up to try and Pind the sphear, but after Bedfard had found it, Meg 
Cavor was no where to be found. After searching for some time, Bedford found e nate 
seribbled on a scrap of paper tellingof how Cavor had been captured again by the Sale 
enites. Reading this, Bedford made it back to the sphear and took off by himself. 


(cant. wn next page) 
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Ly } 
After many days of flight, Bedford landed near the shore of a small English! of Litth 


stone, With the help of some curious people, he carried his gold (now much heavier 
than on the moon) to a hotel where he wesheiup.and had @ large meal, When he told the 
people of his adventures, thay thought he was crazy, but he didn°t care for he hed 
plans of other trips to the moon. ‘He could get more gold and he might even be able 
to rescue Mr. Cavor! 


When he returned to where the spheer hed been, his dreams were wiped out. A curious 
boy had ventured into the spheear and messed with the controls. Some psople reported 
seeing the sphear teks off and vanish in the sky. 


This wes the end of the book except for the last five chapters which tell about a 

scientist receiving massages from the moon on a cruda radio receiver. Sedfard checl 
thie out, and sumencugh, it is from Cavor who was able to construct a radio trans- 
mitter, He tells Bedford more about the Selenites, but is cut off before he has a 


chance to tell him the formule to Cavorite. This ends all chances for Bedford to ev- 


er get back to the moon, and thus ends the book. 


I liked this book much the same as ather books by Ho G. Wells, but this one seemed 
slightly different in the way that it was written. The book almost reeds the same 
as a Burroughs novel except it is written somewhat better. Except for some of the 
double talk, most of the happenings in the book seem believable. 
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THE MOVIE: 


Filmed in DYNAMATION and tuneaCOLOR 

A Columbia Pictures Release 

A Charles H. Schneer Production 

Associate Producere Ray Harryhausen 

Directed by Nathen Juran 

Screenplay by Nigel Kneale and Jan Read 
STARRING : : 

Edward Judd, Martha Hyer, and Lionel Jeffries 


Surprisingly the movie stuck pretty close to the book. The main difference was that 
the two men took along e third passanger, a woman (bedford’s wife to be). There is 


also a difference in the appearance of the Selenites. According to the book, the hig 
and low class (these insect like creatures have a class system much the seme as tere — 


mites and ants) Selenites leok much the seme except for the difference in size of 
their brain cases. In the movis, they lock completly different. 


I liked the way Mr. Wells’ great novel was worked into our time era. The opening 
scene was very realistic and I felt as if I was watching the real thing as our ase 
tronauts were making the first landing an the moon. After finding an English flag 
with a note attatched, they took it back to earth were they tracked down Bedford, 
now 68 very old man in a rest home. Our story opens as Mr, Sedford tells « group of 
scientists about his trip to the moon 50 years before anyone else! 


FIRST MEN IN THE MOON proved tp be a truly Fine science fiction-Pentasy film from 
Columbia, The filming, color, acting, and sets were most effective. Like always, 
the DYNAMATION was great, but there just wasn't enough of it. Bsasides « moon calf 
and the high classed Selenites, there was little anamation, The Low classed Selen= 
ites wera no more than costumed extras that didn’t look any better than the spece 
creatures seen in most Japanese science fiction movies. 

=END= 


Lauren T, Flemming 


The time: sometime in the late nineteenth 
century. The place: an apartment building, 
somewhere in London, England. A stately- 
looking man is relaxing in his easy chair, 
smoking his favorite calabash, and his com- 
panion is sitting on the other side of the 
cribbiing furious- 
ly in a notebook, 
Suddenly the man with the pipe becomes 
very alert. "There's a young woman at 
the door with a broken heel and an ume 
brella. Would you let her in please?" 

The other man goes to the door, and sure 
enough, there is the young lady with the 
umbrella and broken heel, just about to 
knock. 

"That's brillfianti" exclaims the bee 
fuddied man, "How'd you know?" 

"Elementry; the quickness of step desaoted 
nated youth, the irregularity, a broken 
heel, and I could hear the unbrella touch- 

ing the wall as she walked past it." 

The time: sometime in the late twent- 
ieth century. The place: somewhere under 
= New York City; U.N.C.L.E. Headquarters, A 
very stately-looking old man is sitting at 
za very sophisticated instrument panel, gaz- 
‘ing at a color television screen, He is 
man, somw 
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talking to another man, somewhere near Masco me 
whe is in turn following vet another man, He pes 
informs the agent that the man he is trailing) 
has just taken off in a jet plane, and is he 
ing for the Tibetan berder, How cauld he kno 
this, 7,000 miles away? Simple, the man he 
trailing has a miniature homing device in the 
pocket of his coat, sending off a UHF radio 
beecon, which can be picked up for miles away 
by any UNCLE agent at headquarters, 
No doubt you know who these two stories 
are about, The first is a small part of a 
short story about Sherlock Holmes; the other 
is a recent television 7ilm about Alexander 
Waverly, Are thease two alike? Have they any. 
thing in common? : 
There is but a crude similarity betwean 
UNCLE’s New York Facility, and Holmes’ Baker 
Street residence, but they are the earliest 
anc Latest of tha same kind of story. 
Decades ago, Sir Aurthur Canon Doyle won 
worldewide fanea Por 68 short stories about 
Sherlock Holmes, a witty detective, whose pow 
ers of observation and deduction were based o 
the extraordinary diagnostic competence of th 
suinent Scoteh surgeon, Or, Joseph Bell, a fo 
mer teacher cf Doyles’, 
Although these stories were among the first 
of their kind, there were others before them, 
Our awn Edga: Allan Poe was the first to write 
this type of mystery story, Anyway, these two 
were SO successful with their stories, that a 
mytied of smell type writers started apeing 
tham, But es all writers know, good inystery | 
stories area hard to write, and.it is for this | 
reason alone that Doyle and Pos are still knowl 
today, and their stories still read, q 
However, the fad he created stayed in full 
swing until about five years ago, when they be 
gan to taper off, What killed it? 7 
Well, for one thing, there are only | 
SQ many people who can stand to read 
all the way through a book, just te 
Pind that tha Butler done it, Not 
j to mention that there's no mystery 
like an eld mystery (if you don't 
agres with me, just thumb through : 
one of the "nancy Drew" series somee” 
time....corny as Lowa in Augustili) 7 
The mystery fad will never die, 4 
of course, neither will some of the 
# great television shows, movies, books 
and other mass media. No, it lives 
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on, in it's own form, but it's 
descendant is even more infam- 
ous: "Secret Agents", the in- 
ternational espionage stories 
that people read as far back 
as 1790, but never noticed un- 
til about three years ago. 


Ian Flemming 


The idea of creating a char- 
acter, "James Bond" struck - 
Flemming in 1952, after he had 
resigned from his commission 
to the Black watch Regiment. 

He had been appointed person-=- 

al assistant to the director 

of British Naval intelligence. z 
By the end of the war, Fleme’ : —— 

ming was a Commander, a rank es 

assigned to Bond, After the war, when he becamo a journalist 

as he had been before, he took a vacation to Jamaica, where with 
time on his hands, he began to write a book: Casino Royale, a 
combination of his own experiences and imagination. He had al- 
ways been interested in gambling; he was a tournament-caliber 
bridge player, so he incorporated this theme into many of his 
books, James Bond was a composite of some of the tough comman- 
dos he had met during the war. His name was taken from an Amer- 
ican Ornithologist, as Flemming was also an expert bird-watcher,. 
The number, 007 was the last three didgits of his literary agent's 
phone number, 

Casino Royale was only a modest success, but it led to more 
novels, which became the rage of two continets, not to mention 
four motion pictures: Dr, No, From Russia With Love, Goldfinger, 
and the latest release, Thunderball. These movies bring their 
fans just what they want: a combin- 
ation of international espionage, 
sex, action, thrills, and most of 
all, gadgetry. Socause thase movies 
have been found to be very popular, 
there are plans for many more Bond 
pictures in the future, Production 
of, On Her Majesty's Secret Service, 
and Diamonds Forever is already un- 
derway. This is not the whole story 
though...before his death from a 
heart attack in 1964, Flemming: iaon- 
aged to create another Secret Agents: 
Napoleon Solo, 


Secret Agents Invade The Tube!!! 


(cont. on next page) 
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Way back, when the closest thing we 
had to secret agent.stuff was 77 Sunset 
Strip, some imaginative writer in England 
thought up a program called "Danger Man", 
The hero, John Drake (played by Patrick 
McGoohan) worked for some vague London 
headquarters, and popped up all over the 
world, pursuing forces of.evel, The on- 
ly thing dangerous about his job was that 
ho was always attracting machine-gun fire, 
In 1961, this handsom, debonair hero came 
to the U.S. and met with immediate, but 
short lived success, 

In 1964 another spy show came to the 
tube, The heroes, Napoleon Solo, (Robert 
Vaughn) and Illya Kuryakin (David McCallum) 
were working for a mysterious force known 
as, "The United Network Command, For Law and 
Enforcement", or U.N.C.L.E. for short, The 
theme of this show unlike Danger Man, is to ° 
escape from reality, and is more of a fan- 
tasy than anything else. Solo and Kuryakin were always popping 
up all over the world with nerve-gasses, homing devices, tiny ra- 
dios, and a host of other gadgets that any secret agent fan would 

o wild over. They fought a main organization called "THRUSH" 

the name doesn't stand for anything; just sounds maysterious), 
who use the same kind of equipment, only not as good, ‘cause they 
always lose in the end. The show got very unfavorable reviews by 
the critics. One called Vaughn, ",...little better than a amatour 
in a second rate play..." and McMallum",.,,a second rate, smail- 
part actor with a phoney sounding accent..." At first the show 
got bad ratings until the second half of the season, where it 
soared to great hights, and has returned this season in color, 

It became the most popular show of 1964 and the two special effects 
men (George Schwartz and Marcel Vercoutere) received an Emmy for 
their. work in this show. Anyway, the success of this show brought 

a host of other~ "Spy Guys" who are trying to cash in on this new 
thing in TV (and movies, and toys, and soap, and etc, etc.....). 

That same year, our ham-across-the- 
sea (Drake) came back, This time the 
show's title was changed to "Secret A- 
gent" (very clever title) and expanded 
to an hour, This show proved to te a 
little dull and the best part of the show 
was the theme song (sung by Johnny Riv- 


ers), 5 
1965~66 has proved to be the year of 
the Secret Agents!!! Among the new shows 


along .this line to come our way ares I 
SPY, GET SMART, HONEY WEST, SECRET SQUIR- 
REL, THE FOl, BLUE LIGHT, and the return 
Of SECRET AGENT. If this keeps up for 
much longer, there will be more secret 
agents on television than there were cow= 
boys in 1958!!! Speaking of cowboys, 
there is also a secret agent cow-puncher 
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on a show called, Wild Wild West, What next, secret agent family 


shows? Ahhh,..,.but it doesn't stop here.,...no.indeed, how about 
those comercials? Who hasn't seen, "James Bread from Bond", "The 
Man From Glad", "The Girls from Fabulash", and "Captain Quick"? 
This is just the beginning of countless comercialization of this 


popular theme, We've all seen the O07 hair oil, deodorant, shav- 


ing cream, cologne, and after-shave lotion on the telley. You 
most know the "When-you-use=double-0-seven-be-kind" comerciai by 
heart by now, I shudder at the thought of what would happen if 
some homicidal maniac took the Mitt -dbasle-l-sayen-pop -hawe- Lee 
license-to-kill.,..women!", seriously! 

Then there are the toys!!! Have you gotten your James Bond 
road racing set yet??? There are several different attache cases 
on the market now for would-be spies, One of them (the "secret- 
Sam-where-where-secret-Sam-here-here" one) offers a camera which 
takes pictures from inside the case. A gun also shoots from in« 
side this case, along with other nifty goodies which come with 
the kit, There are many toys now which bare the name 007, Jdmes 
Bond, and The Man From Uncle, You can buy replicas of the guns 
used in the UNCLE show and an attache case like the one,used in 
"From Russia With Love", which even has a teargass cartrige that 
explodes aytomaticly when the casnm is opened (harmless of course) 


Last week I was looking in a camera shop for a good 620 size 
snapshot camera, When I saw one I liked, I took it down from the 
shelf, Trying it out, I pressed the shutter; a barrel came out 
of the side and it went off, killing two salesmen and wounding a 
few costamers. I was later told that it was a special model de- 
signed to be a gun for secret agents, in case they were dis-armed, 
They told me not to leave town, 

My correspondent in New Jersey informs me of a similar exper- 
ience while looking around in the electronics section of a de- 
partment store, He spied an interesting looking radio (transis- 
torized, AM, FM, SW) and after clicking it on, it turned into a 
gun, shot out a small dart, putting sut the casier's left eye! 
Some wise guy had left it there from the toy department! 


{cont, on fastde back caver) 
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Dear Dennis, 


First off, I dont't think the FM checklist is worth the space 
it takes up. The information orovided is almost totally without vale 
us, because it’s méaningless to those of us who don’t have the issues. 
/It is meant for these of you who don't have the issues so yeu can 
know what articles you are missing. ED./ On general principles, I con- 
sider FM worthless; that might make me prejudiced, 

The Bookshelf is an excellent idea.,.not just having reviews une 
der various departments, but in having them all collected under a sin- 

le gansral head. I disagree with your reviewer, though on CASTLE oF 

FRANKENSTEIN. That magazine is so far above FM in coverage (matura, 
unpunned coverage, that is) of films that comparism is insulting. Eve 
idently the Ackeridiot doesn’t consider information on the filma es ime 
portant as pages and pages of stilis more suitable to GORE’ MONSTERS AN= 
NUAL #4. /I think you will find that both Harold SommerPeldt and imy= 
self have ‘changed our opinions of Fi although the latest issue does show 
some improvement over #36. I do not. agree with your opinion of Mr, Ack= 
erman though, I'm sure “Forry" would have a'much better magazine if he 
wasn’t being restricted by publisher Warren, He is out to make money, 
so Warren must restrict his staff to publishing material that will apeal 
to the younger set. ED./ 


(cont. on next page) 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, cont. 
"Yours 
Trury " 
(Your 


WEIRD 
Enrtor) 


Dennis 
Cunnindadam 


Lauren T. Flemming seemed so excited over Operation Terror 
that the evening after I read the review, I took the book off 
the shelf and read it,---s«---- To some extent, I agree with 
his judgement. I know I liked the "guy and and gal fleeing the 
unknown"=--rather like in The Invasion of the Body Snatchers-~- 
but I can't say I liked it too much when the hero turned out to 
be a pawn. That having the protagonist look like he's acting 
effectively all through a novel, then ending things up with the 
disclosure he's been playing along, is pretty popular I quess 
I can't say as I've ever appreciated it though. . 

Currents of Space is probably Asimov's best novel---but 
oe In the Sky is a close second, and in some ways my fav- 

ite, 

When Simak's They Walked Like Men first appeared, the re~ 
views were horrible, It surprised me. I liked Simak's charac~ 
ters a lot, and Parker Graves is one of the best of them, 
Strangely enough, I didn't care at all all for Simak's novel 
Way Station. , 
as, Bag ee — eee cover reproductions like the one in 
i y r o believe it was drawn on a spirit master 
it was so good, , 

RATMAN was good enough, but certainly not the best super- 
hero satire I've read, 

There is one matter which I think you should explain for 
the benifit of us new readers, What's this jazz about the staff 
member you fired for plagarizing a piece? The broken references 
to it in the lettercol are rather confusing. /Back in issue #3 
I had received a short story that had been plagarized and print- 
ed it without knowing it's actwal source, I did fire a staff 
member from any future fiction writing, but this is over and 
done so we of the staff would rather forget this incident. E0./ 


(cont. on next page) 


~~ LAUREN T FLEMMING ~ 


Well, I liked #5 tremendously. I was pretty surprised 
when I found myself enjoying #6 even more. For the most part 
the artwork was greatly improved, Chuck Rogers is good on 
things like the cover-type of illo, but his ERB drawings were- 
n't as appropriate, What I mean is that Frazetta, Ivie, Kren- 
kel, and the gang pretty much tend ‘to immitate St. John in ERR 
illoing, and that general style seems to have become eccepted-- 
which is quite as it should be, for the style is very good. 
Chuck's ERB art looks more like the comic-book conceptions, 
barrel-chested, very muscular figures, If you couldn't persuade 
Ivie to do the work, I think you should have looked around a 
bit more. I'm sure there's someone in fandom who can do ERB 
artwork, /I know there is always somebody, the problem is in 
finding them! ED,/ (And I'm not soliciting assignments, I'm - 
not the "someone". I wish I were, though.) 

Your "King KONG vs. FRANKENSTEIN" satire was good, I'd 
like to see someone do similar, only more elaborate, take-offs 
on theses slip-and-slither splob flicks. 

Oh...back on the ERB section...If Lauren likes Burroughs, 
okay. I haven't read much of the man, myself, and what I have 
read I haven't cared for. (Part of it's the crazy thing that I 
like living in my body and I can't get used to some of that body- 
switching; or is that in the Kline books?) Anyway, that idea of 
covering a single author in a column is a good one, /Yes, I ra- 
ther like this idea myself and we will probably have columns that 
will be devoted to other authors sometime in the future. EC./ 

I'm going to do the same thing in my SPECTRE column (assuming I 
have a column after the first one!). Sometimes though, it caits< 
for a deeper examination of the author's work than a collectiv 
of seperate reviews can provide, I don't think Flemming did ail 
with the oportunity he might have. 


(cont. on next page) 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, cont. 


Thanks for reviewing THE SOLARITE. 
"Doctor Defiant" was a satire, wasn't it? 
/It is like The Man From Uncle; you can 
take it either way. EO./ Artwork was pret- 
ty good, but spirit just isn't a medium for 
detailed illoing. Too bad someone (and a- 
gain it is "someone"=-not me!) doesn't come 
out with a litho'd comic fanzine. /Oh, but 
there are already a number of them being pub- 
lished throughout the U.S. ED./ 

Well, since there weren't any Gigantic 
Issues being kicked around in the lettercol, 
I won't comment on that department. I do 
wish you'd keep the colored paper, however. 


John C. Boland 
Publisher & Ed, of 
THE SOLARITE 
Moline, Illinois 


Dear Dennis, 


Weirdom #6 came as a complete surprise. You've really im- 
proved since last issue. One of the best points about Weirdom 
is it's excellent printing and your typing was good, something 
I've got to improve on, ‘Funny thing though, I never can seem 
to master a typewriter, though I know how to type, This type- 
writer I'm using now is one from way back that doesn't always 
space, fails to write in a straight line all the time, and if 
I get to typing too fast, it skips letters, This thing is a- 
bout 30 years old. 

Your ERB article was good and I enjoyed reading it even 
though it failed to enlighten me, because I've read all of 
ERB's Venus, Pellucidar, Mars, Apache, Tarzan, etc. I have- 
n't read them all, but darn close to it. ; 

Too bad that you couldn't have had some drawings to go 
with my story, In an amateur magazine five pages is too much 
to go without some drawings. Anyway, the typing was excellent 
and repro great on the entire ish. I can only hope that I can 
do so good on S-T #4. 

Lon Mitchell 
Publisher and Ed, of 
Super Theater 
Toledo, Ohio 


To the l®ft is a small pic of one of 
WEIRDOM'S earliest writers and readers, 
His name is Harold Sommerfeldt and he 


\s . lives in San Bruno, California. He has 
i, been with this publication since it's 
ad first issue and started writing with #4. 

A f Bin We can all be looking forward to a fine 
=a review of the movie SHE by Harold next 


issue, and I hope to have him on the staff 
in many future issues to come, ED, 


TOM VETERAN 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR, cont, 


Dear Dennis, 


A quarter for a publication this size is certainly warth 
it, and if another price hike means a lonoer fanzine...count me 
in because after all, what's money if you san't spend it, T 5 
/Right! And I hope the rest of you, aii reel the same way. f 
I guess I shouldn't talk since I hardly ever, if ever, pay for 
fanzine, since I usually get off by ioc~-ing, contributing, ov just 
plain trading. 

The cover this time, was atrocious. If you were to 
the cover around, there is where you would find a cover sui 
for this type of publication, But all those, huh, ‘things? u 
belong on fanzine covers, not to my way of thinking. Please 
more of this, 8y the way, I noticed the smiling dog on the icp 
right hand corner walking toward the fire hydrant. Now I know this 
is funny, but sheeesh, what do you want on a fanzine COVED. ....8 
dog takin' a leek??? If you do, then I supose this type of thing 
is okay, but if you don't, I think you stand somewhere along the 
lines I do. Think it over. 

That "King Kong Vs. Frankenstein" was hilarious. I took 
me a little while to get over my histaria, and dry the tears from 
my eyes, No, I didn't cry, it's just when I laugh hard, I get 
tears in my eyes. Sound strange? Well, waddya want, I'm a strange 
person, 


The ER8 section was just grand and to be truthful, I 
thought Mr, Flemming was a her...Anyway, having never read Mr, 
Burroughs, or too many other authors for that matter, I was glad 
to recieve some reference material. That bird-man-thing, eT,,;, 
illo was really good, It struck me as being quite an original 
concept from what I've seen in other publications, Nice comments 
on the two Hulks. I really enjoyed it. The illo on Hulk #1 was 
really good, 

The fanzine reviews were great, I feel there are too many 
persons (me included) who are lenient on fanzine editors because 
they don't want to hurt their feelings. /I find it hard to crit- 
icize other editor's publications for the same reason you have 
stated and that is why I am looking for someone to take over my 
fanzine column, Is there any clever, crafty, and able volunteers 
out there? It should be someone that gets enough fanzines every 
other month to fill the column every issue, ED./ I1 feel, if you 
are going to continue the fanzine reviews along this line, you'll 
get some favorable comments, As for Tinder Box M4, I admit it was 
really a messy thing, but that's all that mimeo cowld produce®....« 
However, ditto repro coming up soon (some in #2, which is almost 
ready, and I suspect which will be ready by the time you peopie 
read this; this has been a sneak plug. \ "in Tinder Sox, /i 
wish I could think of something clever to say about that iast 
remark, but I am typing this late at night, and as hard as I try, 
I just can't think of anything! ED./ 

I enjoyed "Mark My Words", but I felt it was ¢ragged out 
a bit, even to the point where I began to yawn a number of times, 
This isn't to say that Lon can't write,.on the contrary. He's 
quite good, but a hero has to have a fast paced story; Mark My 
Words, I felt didn't. 

(cont. on next page) 


LECITICNO TPO CUVLUN, CUIIbe 

Doc Defiant was fabulous; I liked 
him a lot. However, the facial features 
of the characters weren't that clear. Still, 
it was good, really good, illo and script 
wise, The letter column was interesting, 
as I love long chatter columns, In general 
IL felt most of the people had some interest- 
On the whole, issue #6 


4 
ing things to say. 
was good, 

Gene Klein 

publisher & Ed. of 

Tinder 80x 

Jackson Heights, NY. 


Dear Dennis, 


Now then, the last few issues of WEIROOM have been excel- 
lent, with the exception of RATMAN comics, which in my opin- 
ion stunk, no offense, /There is no offense, it did stink! ED./ 
You are getting beutiful runs with all those colors, and of course 
your wonderful staff artist, Chuck Rogers adds a iot via his draw- 
ings. /Yes, I have in the past gotten very good runs, but now that 


Sy 
I have to print more and more copies every issue, the printing (1. 


am refering to ditto work) is fading out and eventuelly I will have 


to chage over to mimeo. £0./ 

Harold Sommerfeldt's FM Checklist ain't very enjoyable 
reading; it just builds a greed and envy amongst we poor peasants 
without many of the early issues. However, #6's inagazine-column 
was a fine addition to the BOOKSHELF, With mention of so many 
magazines coming out over the summer, where is a veview of that 
scarcity (already) SHRIEK!; one of the best issues of any prozine 
released in the US? /I din't know why Harold didn't include this 
mag in his review column, I have seen this mac though and I don't 
agree with you about it being the best mag in tne US, I feel that 
Castle of Frankenstein is-much superior to SHRIEK. ED./ Admittedly 
it didn't appear on our newstands here, so I bought mine from Dave 
Tribble while they were still on his. Anyhow, roses to Mr, Sommer 
feldt! ; : 


Of course, one of my favorite points. in every issue is the 
fanzine review section. Fortunately, some readers don't believe 
everything they read everywhere, so I am still receiving orders 
for Glick. 8y the way, I sam your CoF plug and I hope it brings 
you many future orders, /ihank you; the same to you! ED./ 

Anyhow, the whole of the issues are good, 

in fact great and excellent, but where the 
____ dic your movie reviews fly off to? /t 
haven't had any in the past two issues be- 
cause nobody contributed any worth printing. 
I guess that's a good enough excuse, but IT 
now promise at least one movie review per 
issue, with photos! E£D./ 


George Milns, Jr. 


Publisher & Ed, of 
GLICK 
Pottstown, Penna. 


THE SAGA OF THE SECRET AGENTS, cont. 
All kidding aside, Robert Vaughn (Napoleon Solo) 
q was asked b 
a couple of the Vice President's Secret Service men for an UNCLE ‘ 
card, As a resulé, there are severai card carrying UNCLE agents 
among the secret service! There ars also several hundred thousand 
a eae ot ale ei oi have their own cards. If you want one, 
ust 2end a selfeaddres stamped envelope to UNCLE om Hol- 
lywood, California. : o nee 
Gne came in handy to Chuck Painter, a MGM 
| press agent, He was 
going five miles over the speed limit when he was stopped 5y a pole 
iceman, When the officer asked to see his licenss, he couldn't miss 
ee ea aa eee in his wallet. When asked what it was Por, Painte- 
o m at was so secret that he couldn't 
He never got the ticket! —— ea 


~END= 
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~MAGIC WANTED] 

I am interested in correspanding with Ma [ 

others interested in magic, I =e ean ce 
catalogues, pictures, posters, books, magazines 
tricks, and anything else that has to do with magic 
old or new. I would appreciate your letters, so : 
please write to: Dava Wilson, 1570 Willowdale Dr 

San Jose, California, 95118 = 


PA hdhdbhdbdbdddbdhhhddidi dds sbhdddddd hdd hbdbldhdidd ddd tbh ddd hdd dd dtd ddd sd, 
<WEIRD DIGEST~ . 


Are you slowly becoming di 
g disillusioned in our beloved 
medium, Fandom? Oo you have to riffle through hund= 
reds of pages of crud and rot just to Pind ons good 
eg or go ce Is your pet dromedary going with~ 
new colar because you spent 
hI i ie y pent your last dime for 


If you can answer yes to an 
y of theses questio 

chet 2 ee wernt. character! So, iE IRD Die 

or you he best of assorted artici 
from the best of assorted Fanzines, with beta 
iginal short story here and there, Send your 20¢ 
tor WEIRD DIGEST, c/o Weirdom Publishing Company 
1572 Willowdale Dr., San Jose, Calif., 95118 


anted= } 39 1,5,4, 14 wi pa 

uy Sak io, ii y fair prices 
for @ach, ‘I hawe a giant comic for sale, entitled 
SUPERADVENTURES ANNUAL, It is an English edition ; 
hardcover and running some 160 pages, [It is in good 
ala except bathe backing which has been mended and 

me wear on e first two pages, What 

Write to your Ye Old Editor, : penaies ubace) 
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